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year transportation reauthorization bill that 
provides incentives to States to adopt meas-
ures to reduce impaired driving and author-
izes impaired driving research and develop-
ment; 

Whereas, on December 3, 2015, MADD loca-
tions across the United States will honor 
those individuals killed, injured, or emotion-
ally devastated by drunk and drugged driv-
ing and underage drinking with a National 
Day of Remembrance; and 

Whereas the National Day of Remem-
brance is a chance for the public to come to-
gether in communities across the United 
States and online to show that the victims 
and survivors of these senseless tragedies are 
not alone: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the victims of drunk and 

drugged driving; and 
(2) recognizes the consequences of underage 

drinking on the first annual National Day of 
Remembrance. 

f 

S. RES. 328 
Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, no family 

should lose a loved one to a drunk driv-
er. But, sadly, so many families do— 
every day, every month, every year. It 
happens in my State. It happens all 
across our Nation. It is tragic, it is 
senseless, and it must stop. 

Last weekend, according to the Albu-
querque Journal, police reported that 
an ‘‘extremely intoxicated’’ driver ran 
a red light and smashed into the car of 
three young people. 

Robert Mendez was 27 years old. His 
brother Sergio Mendez-Aguirre was 23, 
and their friend Grace Sinfield was 20. 

The violence of the collision was so 
great that their car flipped over. They 
died early Sunday morning—at the end 
of the Thanksgiving weekend. The po-
lice investigation continues. But this 
much is certain: A holiday that began 
in joy—for these families—ended in 
great sorrow. 

Sergio Mendez-Aguirre graduated 
from the University of New Mexico 
with honors in chemistry. Robert 
Mendez was a student at UNM. Grace 
Sinfield was studying to be a writer. 

Our hearts go out to the Mendez and 
Sinfield families. These young people 
were just beginning, just starting out 
in life, and just finding their way. 

Robert Mendez’s family remembers 
how he believed that, ‘‘Fear is every-
one’s number one enemy. Take 
chances, make mistakes, and learn 
from them. After all, we grow from ex-
perience. Life is too short to live tim-
idly.’’ 

The Albuquerque Journal reported 
that Sergio Mendez-Aguirre once 
asked, ‘‘What can make you more 
happy than making others happy?’’ His 
answer was, ‘‘Nothing can.’’ 

Grace Sinfield’s family spoke of her 
great spirit. ‘‘She was a true friend 
who taught us how to love uncondi-
tionally; she was the life of every 
party. She attracted laughter like she 
was a magnet. Just as important and 
relevantly, she was always responsible 
and by proxy made those around her 
more responsible and better people.’’ 

Three young lives—full of promise— 
and now over in one terrible moment— 

they will be missed by so many in Al-
buquerque. 

Every DWI death is a tragedy—and 
an unnecessary tragedy. It doesn’t 
have to happen. But, year after year, 
for too many families, it does. More 
than 10,000 people are killed every year, 
and another 290,000 are injured, all as a 
result of drunk driving. 

Those are horrific numbers, but they 
are more than just numbers. They are 
stories of profound loss and should out-
rage us all. In years past, it was even 
worse. In 1980, 25,000 people—two and 
one-half times more people than now— 
died because of drunk driving—25,000 
people, in 1 year. 

We are making progress thanks to 
determined families and law enforce-
ment and thanks to groups like Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving. I am proud 
to work with them. But we still have 
work to do. There are 10,000 families— 
every year—to remind us—10,000 fami-
lies in grief, in pain, and all because of 
drunk driving. No parent should have 
to grieve a child’s loss on the holi-
days—or any day. 

When I was elected attorney general 
in New Mexico 25 years ago, we had the 
highest rate of DWI deaths in the Na-
tion. We were the worst—too many 
drunk drivers, too many repeat offend-
ers, too many innocent people dying 
every year. 

We pushed for reform. We identified 
solutions—in law enforcement and in 
prevention. But there was a lot of push 
back, a lot of opposition in the State 
legislature. And then along came a 
mom named Nadine Milford. Her 
daughter and granddaughters were 
killed by a drunk driver on Christmas 
Eve 1992. It is hard to imagine such a 
loss. 

So we changed New Mexico’s DWI 
and traffic safety laws. We got it done 
because of moms like Nadine, because 
of families and friends who had had 
enough and would not take no for an 
answer. 

In the early 1990s, my State had up to 
500 DWI deaths a year. Last year, it 
was 166. But that is still 166 too many. 
We still lose too many innocent lives— 
young and old alike—in New Mexico 
and all across our Nation. 

I believe new technology will help. 
That is why I have pushed for the Driv-
er Alcohol Detection System for Safe-
ty, or DADSS. This technology is criti-
cally important and will make a crit-
ical difference. We all know this. The 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration knows it. The auto indus-
try knows it. And they are working to-
gether to make it happen. 

DADSS would be built into new vehi-
cles. It would analyze a driver’s breath 
or blood alcohol content. It would stop 
drunk drivers from turning on the en-
gine. If you are drunk, you will not 
drive, period. 

This could save 59,000 lives over 15 
years. It could save up to $343 billion. 
The highway bill includes continued 
funding for DADSS research over the 
next 5 years. I am grateful the con-

ference committee supported this vital 
technology. 

But technology alone is not enough. 
In the meantime, the message should 
be loud and clear. Anyone who gets be-
hind the wheel while impaired should 
not drive. 

That is why I also urge passage of a 
resolution I am submitting—sup-
porting the December 3, 2015, National 
Day of Remembrance for victims of 
drunk and drugged driving. We want to 
say to their families—we have not for-
gotten them. We remember. We will do 
all we can to prevent these tragedies. 

There are still far too many, far too 
often. In the time I have been speak-
ing, two more people have been injured 
in a drunk driving crash. Every hour, 
another life is taken. 

We all have to say—enough is 
enough. We have to keep saying it— 
until every single person in this coun-
try gets the message: If you drink, 
don’t drive. 

Albuquerque police officer Simon 
Drobik spoke for all of us—when he 
said, ‘‘Talk to your kids about drink-
ing and driving. Share these tragic sto-
ries with them so they understand 
driving is a big responsibility. If you 
see your friend or loved one trying to 
get behind the wheel after drinking 
STOP THEM. Do the right thing.’’ 

Officer Drobik is right. We all need to 
do the right thing. Let’s not wait for 
10,000 more families to lose their loved 
ones. 

We have to keep up the fight. Nelson 
Mandela said, ‘‘It always seems impos-
sible—until it is done.’’ We can keep 
drunk drivers off the road. It is not im-
possible. We can get it done. 

For the sake of all families, for those 
who grieve now—and for those who 
may grieve in the future—let’s do all 
we can. Let’s work together. Let’s stop 
these senseless tragedies. Let’s get it 
done. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2891. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Mrs. MURRAY) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2874 proposed by Mr. MCCON-
NELL to the bill H.R. 3762, to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to section 2002 of the 
concurrent resolution on the budget for fis-
cal year 2016; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2892. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mrs. MURRAY, and Ms. STABENOW) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2874 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 3762, supra. 

SA 2893. Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr. REED) pro-
posed an amendment to amendment SA 2874 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 
3762, supra. 

SA 2894. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
2874 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill 
H.R. 3762, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 2895. Ms. AYOTTE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2874 proposed by Mr. MCCON-
NELL to the bill H.R. 3762, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 
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